News from

Foothills
Equestrian
Nature
Center

Summer 2018
www.fence.org
828-859-9021

Greetings from the desk of

Executive Director, Tracie Hanson
Summer is always a busy and exciting time at FENCE. When you drive
into the main entrance and head toward the FENCE Center, you’re
bound to see dog walkers, kids enjoying our summer camps and you
may even spy a baby deer peeking out from the trees. Hit the nature
trails and you’re sure to happen upon FETA riders, hikers and
runners. Visit the equestrian side on a show or schooling day, and
you’ll see dedicated equestrians hard at work.
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There’s an energy at FENCE that makes you feel alive! We invite everyone in the
community to visit us any time as we’re open from dawn until dusk 365 days a year.
Summer is fun, but every season here is special. Whether you’re able to make it to one
of our events or just want to explore on your own, FENCE is here for you!

FENCE Spotlight: Equestrian Upgrades
It is our goal to ensure the safety of our
riders and horses, as well as provide the
enjoyment of being a part of a horse
show here at FENCE.

In addition to the new footing, we add a
new stadium course of jumps and standards
from Premiere Equestrian.
FENCE would like to sincerely thank
Pete and Nancy Mahler
of Chinquapin Farm in Tryon
for the generous donation of these new
jumps on the cross country course!

This spring, we have made significant
improvements to Show Rings A & B plus
the warm-up rings. The footing was
pulled back to the base to do necessary
repairs and then several new loads of
footing were added back in to the rings.
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Not Our First Rodeo!
We hosted our Second Annual Round-Up
Rodeo on Friday, June 29 and Saturday, June
30. The weather was perfect and plenty of
fun was had by all!
As part of the International Professional
Rodeo Association (IPRA), the rodeo featured
bull riding, saddle bronc riding, bareback
riding, cowgirls break away roping, team
roping, cowgirls barrel racing, and tie down
roping.
All proceeds will go to support FENCE’s
programs and events such as the Therapeutic
Riding of Tryon program (TROT), youth and
adult educational programs, summer camps,
free family events and much more.

Happy Bull!

Pick Up Team

PAC Jam
entertaining
the crowd
before the
rodeo

Special thanks to our Title Sponsor:
Bryan Easler Toyota!
Without the support of our sponsors and
volunteers, events like this would not be
possible. Thank you to all who made this
happen!
Volunteers working concessions

Only 8 Seconds

TROTTER’S CORNER
Spring session 2018 was one of milestones for TROT! In addition to serving 37 students in lessons this
spring, TROT has some new activities.

Veteran’s Family Fun Day
We finished up our spring activities on May 12
with the first Veterans’ Family Fun Day at FENCE.
This Saturday session was designed to introduce
veterans and their families to horsemanship and
the value of the horse/human relationship. TROT
worked closely with the Veterans Administration,
Upstate Warrior Solutions and Roger C. Peace
Rehab Center in Greenville, SC to promote this
event.

TROT volunteer teaches vet about horse grooming

We hosted 25 guests during two sessions held at
the covered arena. Local trainer, Lydia Juenger,
conducted a clinic on horse behavior and how to
form a relationship with a horse. Our guests had the
opportunity to interact with and learn about horses,
miniature horses and donkeys. We all had lots of
fun and look forward to our next Veterans’ Family
Fun Day on November 3, 2018. This program was
supported in part by a grant from Heart of Horse
Sense (www.heartofhorsesense.org).
Lydia Juenger’s clinic at Veterans’ Family Fun Day at FENCE

In Loving Memory of

Miranda Watson
TROT Student
from 2004 until 2018

Welcome, Rusty!
TROT added a new component to the program with the
generous donation of “Rusty,” a non-motorized mechanical
horse called an Equicizer. The Equicizer was invented in 1982
by jockey, Frank Lovato, Jr. to aid in his recovery from riding
accident. Lovato was asked by other jockeys to make more
and they are now used by people all over the world for
exercise, training and therapy.
TROT used this great horse, “Rusty,” to expand our program.
That includes work for many of our students as a warm-up or
tool for practicing a new skill. Rusty has proven to be a great
option for students with a fear of horses, for those who are
over our weight limit, and for those students who need extra
support while they gain the strength and balance needed to
successfully mount a real horse. Rusty can be useful in training volunteers and giving our students’ family members a
taste of the horseback riding experience.
TROT student, John, rides Rusty, the Equicizer

On June 21st, TROT hosted a reception for “Rusty”
so that members of the community could learn
about the Equisizer. Attendees included several
members of the medical / physical therapy
community, as well as interested equestrians.
TROT Director Allison Rhyne led a presentation,
explaining how Equisizers are used for building
core strength, learning mounting/dismounting and
for aiding those that may have a fear of horses.
Allison asked attendees how they could envision
Rusty being of service to members of the
community.
If you are interested in sponsoring a student or a week of TROT, please contact Tracie at FENCE.
MANY THANKS to all the VOLUNTEERS—humans and horses – who
worked so hard to create the special environment that helps our
students grow stronger and more independent while finding the joy
that only a relationship with a very special equine can give!

Mini-donkeys show off their skills

Nature Watch
Beginner Birding Basics
Birding can often seem like an intimidating hobby.
With many different bird species inhabiting the
community in which we live it can often seem
overwhelming to try to identify a bird that is
uncommon to us. Although it may seem frustrating
to try to identify a bird from a distance by its fleeting
movements, quick calls, or blurred colors there are
some useful tips and tricks that can help you on your
path to becoming a more confident birder.
One of the most important things to remember
when you are trying to identify birds is to not
become overwhelmed. When you come across a
Yellow-Breasted Chat
bird that you would like to try to identify remember
to focus on just one bird at a time, although you may
see many birds in one area that you would like to
The color of a bird can be a helpful identification tool identify it is easiest to pick one to be your focus.
There are 5 important
but cannot be solely relied on as colors can vary
between adults and adolescents, males and females, things to try to observe
when working on bird
and can be difficult to distinguish depending on the
lighting outside. If you are able to get a good view of
the bird’s colors, pick out the three most prominent
colors and where on the body the colors were
present
Shape and Size go hand in hand when identifying
birds. These may sound like difficult things to
observe but before you are discouraged think
about some birds you already know. It’s likely that
you can already identify common birds such as a
Hummingbird, Cardinal, Robin, Crow, or Goose. Each
of these birds had a distinct size and from. Use birds
that you know as a starting point. You may see a new
bird and compare it to the size of a Robin or the
shape of a Cardinal to help you in identifying later.

Lastly, remember to take notice of the bird’s
behavior. What is the bird doing? Is it eating at a bird
feeder, swooping over a pond to catch insects,
soaring in the sky, or pecking at an old rotted tree?
These movements can be determinants in
distinguishing one bird species from another.

Location can be a great means of narrowing down
your list of possible birds. Where are you seeing the
bird? Are you in a forest, by the ocean, in a meadow,
or by a wetland? Taking note of your location when
you spotted the bird is very helpful in Identifications
since each bird has specific habitat requirements.

So, grab a pair of binoculars, a bird guide, and a note
book and get outside to enjoy some wonderful
birding! If you are looking for some expert help in the
birding area, keep in mind that FENCE offers seasonal
guided bird hikes with local bird experts four times a
year. Happy Birding!

Brown Thrasher

Summer Day Camps
Summers at FENCE are an exciting time of the
year. As springs fades into summer, our staff and
AmeriCorps members shift their focus to summer
camp. We offer five weeks of summer camp with
each week providing a unique learning experience
for FENCE campers.
There were two Horse Camps in June that allowed
campers to have fun while learning the basics of
horse care, riding, mounting, tacking, and much
more.
Our All Day Camp (last week of June) encompassed many different topics and activities
including arts and crafts, nature exploration,
games, hiking, guest speakers, and much more.
Our Environmental Camp shifts its focus to all
things related to nature and the environment.
Campers spend the majority of their time

AmeriCorps Member Michael McClure with Maze

Meet “Maze” the Corn Snake

outdoors, hiking, exploring, and learning.
July 9-13th 8am-5pm
Enrollment fee $175
Art Camp gives campers the opportunity to
explore and experiment with different art
mediums with different guest artists leading the
activities.
July 16th-20th 8:30am-12:30pm
Enrollment Fee: $100
If you are interested in sponsoring a camper or a
week of camp please contact Tracie at FENCE.

FENCE’s Nature Center is home to several reptiles
including “Maze,” a 10-year-old male corn snake.
Corn snakes are native to the Southeast and are
found in overgrown fields, forest openings and
trees. These non-venomous snakes are constrictors that squeeze their prey to death. Maze eats
mostly live mice from the comfort of his habitat at
FENCE.
Fast Facts:
 Snakes can have over 300 vertebrae!
 Corn snakes in captivity can live up to 23
years.
 Corn snakes are also “rat snakes.”
 Maze sheds his skin every month or two.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
MUSHROOM HIKE
August 14th at 10 am
Charlotte Caplan will lead a guided mushroom hike on the FENCE
property on Tuesday, August 14th at 9:30am. Whether you are an
experienced mushroom hunter or you are just interested in
learning more about the mushroom world, this should be a fun and
educational hike for all who attend! If people want to collect
specimens to look at more closely, they should bring a basket and
a folding pocket knife.

Needle Felting Class
August 18th at 10 am
Get artsy at FENCE with a needle felted “painting” class on Saturday,
August 18th from 10am-2pm. Talented fiber artist, Irene Heckel, will
lead the class in creating a beautiful felted painting from the pet
picture of their choice. This class has limited space so please call FENCE
to register. There is a fee for this class-all supplies are included with
the fee.

Family Concert
August 19th at 4 pm
On Sunday, August 19th at 4pm, Jim Avett will
perform in the Great Room. This is sure to be a
musical performance that is not to be missed.
Avett’s shows are a combination of beloved country
tunes, his original ballads, and the stories he tells to
introduce them. Following the performance
refreshments will be provided.

We at FENCE are here to preserve your community greenspace and that’s why we
appreciate donations year around. You don't have to wait for a special holiday,
we will always carefully nurture and protect your investment in FENCE so it will
continue to grow and serve its mission now and into the future. You can securely
DONATE ONLINE on at www.FENCE.org. Thank You!

What’s Happening
at FENCE?
Trails
Volunteer Chuck Hearon continues to
work on maintaining the trails at FENCE.
Youth Education
FENCE staff and AmeriCorps members
have been leading summer camp
programs for children ages 5-12. FENCE
offers FIVE weeks of camp each summer
(horse, day camp, environmental and art).
Equestrian Shows
FENCE just held its second annual rodeo at
the end of July which was another success!
Proceeds from the event benefit FENCE
programs. Check our calendar for
upcoming shows!
Facilities
FENCE recently upgraded the equestrian
side with new footings and new jumps. As
it is every summer, thunderstorms have
kept the FENCE maintenance team busy
around the property.
TROT
TROT had a busy spring with a successful
spring session, a special Veteran’s day
program and the introduction of “Rusty”
the Equicizer.
AmeriCorps
FENCE’s AmeriCorps member Michael
McClure has been busy educating local
students and leading summer camp
programs.
FENCE welcomes New
Development Director
Scarlette Tapp joined FENCE as the new
part-time Development Director. With a
focus on developing fundraising activities
(including events, grants), community
outreach and marketing strategies,
Scarlette is excited to promote the mission
of FENCE.

Calendar of Events
Items in BOLD are organized by FENCE
For all other events, contact the event organizer for details

JULY
2nd-8th: FENCE CLOSED
9th-13th: Environmental Camp (8 am—5 pm)
14th: FRC Schooling Day (8 am)
15th: Free Family Concert with Doug McElvy*
16th-20th: Art Camp (8:30 am—12:30 pm)
21st: Carolina Schooling Day (8 am)
24th: Catch Workshop (9 am—4pm)
28th & 29th: High Flyer Dog Agility (8 am—5 pm)

AUGUST
9th: Summer Bird Hike with Aaron Steed* (8 am)
11th-12th: High Flyer Dog Agility (8 am)
14th: Mushroom Hike with Charlotte Caplan* (10 am)
15th: FRC Educational Seminar 6:30 pm
18th: Needle Felting Class (10 am)
19th: Family Concert with Jim Avett 4 pm *
23rd-26th: BRAC Show (4:40 pm)
31st—Sept 1: Harmon Classics September Spectacular

SEPTEMBER
9/3: FENCE closed in observation of Labor Day
9/9: FRC Schooling Show (8 am)
9/9: Snake Program with Steve O’Neil* (2 pm)
9/13: Growing Up WILD Workshop (9 am)
9/15: Community Garage Sale (8 am)
9/16: Family Concert with Quatrophonics Saxophone
Quartet* (4 pm)
9/29: FENCE Open Horse Show (8 am)
9/29: TRHC XC Schooling (8 am)

* Free community events made possible by the Kirby
Endowment at the Polk County Community Foundation
Check the FENCE website for updates to this calendar

